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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

NILE BASIN DISCOURSE (NBD)

AND

THE NILE BASIN INITIATIVE (NBI)
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RECOGNISING that for the Shared Vision of the NBI to be achieved, it is
essential that coherent, regional civil society perspectives are sought and heard
to add value to the Nile cooperation and development processes in an open and
structured manner,

RECOGNISING the need to develop water resources of the basin in a
sustainable and equitable way, ensure prosperity, security, peace, efficient
management and optimal use of the resources to eradicéte poverty and promote
economic integration in the Nile basin;

REAFFIRMING the collective responsibility and common goal of both parties to
work towards improving the livelihoods of the peoples of the River Nile Basin.

BOTH PARTIES THEREFORE AGREE AS FOLLOWS:
ARTICLE 1: GENERAL PRINCIPLES

This agreement outlines the following general principles and specific obligations

upon which the relationship of the Parties will be based;

(i) The parties shall work together to ensure that development in the Nile
River Basin reflects the values of the peoples in the Basin, which is
multifaceted, and addresses poverty, security and environmental
protection, among others.

(i) The parties shall co-operate in all fields related to developments in the
River Nile Basin in order to enhance equitable and mutual benefit of
the peoples of the River Basin from its resources.

(iii) Except under special arrangements, no party shall commit the other party
in any financial transactions of any nature using this agreement without
the consent of the other party.
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PARTIES:

This Memorandum of understanding is between The Nile Basin Discourse
(NBD), whose address is P.O. Box 185, Entebbe, Plot 7/9 Hill Lane, Entebbe, in
the Republic of Uganda,

AND:

The Nile Basin Initiative (NBI), whose address is P.O. Box 192, Entebbe, Plot
12 Mpigi Road, Entebbe, in the Republic of Uganda,

WHEREAS the Nile Basin Initiative is a transitional mechanism for cooperation
by nine Countries of the Nile basin to facilitate the common pursuit of sustainable
development and management of the Nile River resources to the maximum and
mutual benefit of all concerned;

WHEREAS the Nile Basin Discourse is registered in Uganda as a regional NGO
with a Secretariat in Entebbe and 10 National Discourse Forums operating in the
ten riparian States that share the Nile basin to strengthen the voice of civil

society in Nile Cooperation and development processes;

AND WHEREAS NBI and NBD signed an earlier Memorandum of Understanding
dated 13/10/2006 for 3 years, which has successfully laid basis for cooperation

between both parties for mutual benefit;

NOTING that the Shared Vision of the Nile Basin Initiative is “To achieve socio-
economic development through the equitable utilization of, and benefits
from, the common Nile Basin water resources”;

NOTING that the overall objective of Nile Basin Discourse is “A Nile Basin
which is secure, where resources are equitably and sustainably developed
and managed, benefiting all its inhabitants” ‘
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(iv)In the event that the parties decide to undertake joint activities, parties
shall be accountable to each other on expenditure relating to such joint
activities as and when required.

(v) Parties shall co-operate under the spirit of mutual respect, transparency,
dialogue promotion and consensus building, and shall at no time act in
a manner that is prejudicial to the interests and values of the other
party.

(vi)Under this agreement, no party shall be construed to assume the duties
and responsibilities of the other party or act on its behalf, unless by
prior agreement.

(vii)  Each party shall be liable to the other party for failure to carry out its
obligations under this agreement or any delay in doing so, unless a
satisfactory explanation is provided.

(viii) In order to enhance this co-operation and achieve early and effective
engagement, all parties shall integrate all provisions of this agreement
in all on-going activities, unless they contradict prior agreements and
contracts, at the time it comes into force.

(ix) Parties may amend or supplement this agreement from time to time in

writing with the consent of both parties.

ARTICLE 2: SPECIFIC AREAS OF CO-OPERATION

2.1The parties shall regularly share and exchange information related to planned
and existing programs, projects and other development activities within the
River Nile Basin in order to reinforce the achievement of the Shared Vision of
NBI and the overall objective of NBD. To this effect parties agree to;
2.1.1 Provide to one another annual calendars of their planned activities and
actively discuss opportunities for mutual participation and Cooperation at

that time and as necessary subsequently through the year.
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2.1.2 Hold frequent review meetings with the leadership of both NBl and NBD
to assess progress and identify areas to be addressed at the annual
meeting.
2.1.3 Through their Officers and representatives;-Regional Manager,
Programme Development Officer, NBD Advocacy Officers in liaison with
NDF Coordinators, NBD will be given space to provide its views at
particular points in the development, planning, implementation, monitoring
and evaluation of development programs, projects and activities of NBI as
they proceed within the Nile Basin at the regi‘onal, sub-regional and
national levels.
2.1.4 Give good time to allow NBD conduct consultations with communities and
give response which will feed into planning and decision making
processes;
2.2Explore ways and means of improving mutual benefits of existing co-
operation amongst all stakeholders interested in developments in the Basin
by pursuing each other’s institutional arrangements and capacity to elicit early
strategic input from all stakeholders into the development process in the Nile
Basin. :

2.3Co-operate in strengthening and identifying strategic alliances that may
promote social and development equity and strengthen them.

2.4Parties shall ensure that civil society views on the Nile Cooperation and

developments are heard at National, sub-regional and regional level by
creating avenues that allow discussion of diverse views, particularly different
national and local perspectives with the aim of ensuring better planning and
implementation taking into account community perspectives.

2.5Parties shall co-operate in the preparation and dissemination of relevant

information materials like website postings, publications, news supplements,
events calendar, documentaries, TV/Radio spots for specific events like Nile

day, Nile Basin Development Forum, NBI anniversary, and regional meetings
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