
 

 

 

 

  

Horn of Africa Climate Security Working Group  
(HoA-CSWG) Workshop 

 
Venue: Hilton Hotel, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia                 Dates: February 12th–13th, 2020 

 
Climate crisis is changing the security landscape in the Horn of Africa. The risks that ensue include 
increased migration and displacement, heightened political tensions within and between countries of 
the region, as well as the risk of violent conflict, which is an additional push factor for migration and 
displacement. Consequently, climate-related security risks increase the challenges for conflict 
prevention and resolution in the Horn of Africa region. As such, it is no surprise that climate-related 
security risks are now prominently discussed at different multilateral organizations.  
 
The Peace and Security Council of the African Union (AU) dedicated its 828th meeting on 19th February 
2019, to an open session on Climate Change, Peace and Security. And the AU PSD Commissioner stated 
in December 2020, ''Silencing the Guns is a goal that we must remain devoted to in 2020 and beyond. 
Within this framework, I call on all Member States to promote socio-economic development, especially 
employment for youth; mitigate effects of climate change and root causes of inter-communal 
violence''. The topic has also garnered the attention of the UN Security Council where climate change 
was recognized as a risk to peace. References to climate security have been included in several UN 
resolutions and the topic was discussed prominently at the UN High-Level Political Forum in July 2019. 
Countries like Kenya, which are hoping to become a non-permanent member of the UN Security 
Council (UNSC) in 2021 to 2022, have made climate change a core part of their bid to obtain a seat. 
But with increased recognition, comes increased demand to find adequate responses to climate-
related security risks. It is therefore important to interrogate how conflicts and conflict-related 
migration in the Horn of Africa are affected by climate change and to identify and develop adequate 
measures for conflict prevention and conflict resolution that are regionally owned and supported.  
 
The Horn of Africa Climate Security Working Group has been focusing on the complexity of violent 
conflict and its relationship with climate change – how conflicts transcend borders and more broadly 
how the two issues relate to each other. As a way forward, it was agreed to develop short studies on 
what climate security means for the Horn of Africa; how climate change can be incorporated into 
ongoing peace agreements and processes; and how to improve regional mechanisms and global 
processes on climate security. The last working group meeting in October 2019 delved deeper into 
some of these topics and identify necessary, comprehensive and potentially supportive or 
complementary regional mechanisms on different levels to be able to better address climate-related 
security risks in the Horn of Africa. The next working group meeting will therefore focus on 
international efforts to regulate and end violent conflict in the Horn of Africa region by addressing 
climate security risks and develop messages from the Horn of Africa on Climate Security for the 
international community. 
 
FES, SIPRI and PACJA are organizing the next Climate Security Working Group workshop, bringing 
together regional stakeholders from civil society and experts to discuss to what extent climate-related 
security risks can be integrated in ongoing and future regional, continental and international efforts 
to regulate and end violent conflict in the Horn of Africa region by addressing climate security risks.  
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PROGRAMME 

Tuesday, 11th February 2020 

All day Arrival of Participants in Addis Ababa, Lunch at the Kaffa Restaurant, Hilton 
Hotel 

 
19.00   Dinner, Hilton Hotel 
 

Note: Given different arrival times of participants there is no joint dinner. 
Dinner will be available from 1900h onward at the Kaffa restaurant.  

 
Wednesday 12th February 2020 

08.30 – 09.00  Registration 
 
09.00 – 09.30 Welcome and Opening 

Mithika Mwenda, PACJA 
Henrik Maihack, FES-Kenya Office 
Florian Krampe, SIPRI 
 

09.30 – 10.30 1st Session: Looking back at the last working group meeting and emerging 
issues on climate security 

 
   Input:   Henrik Maihack and Florian Krampe 
 

Moderator:  Robert Muthami  
 
Guiding Questions: 

• What were the agreements from the previous working group 
meeting? 

• Endorsement of the non-paper on climate-related security risks. Is 
there anything missing? What are the emerging issues/conversations 
on climate security in the Horn of Africa (national, regional and global 
levels)? 

 
10.30 – 11.00  Coffee Break 

11.00 – 12.30 2nd Session: Re-looking at the Climatization of Peace Processes in the Horn of 
Africa; their dynamics and the climate change nexus 

Input:   Hafsa Maalim 

Discussant:  Mohyeldeen Eltohami 
Nicholas Orago  

  Eskedar Awgichew  
 
Moderator:  Jan Siebert   
 



3 

 

Guiding Questions:  
• How can climate security be best incorporated in peace agreements and 

peace processes?   

• How can regional communities support “climate proofing” of peace 
agreements and support the climate resilience of peace processes? 

• What are messages to the AU on the incorporation of climate security in 
peace prevention and conflict resolution efforts?  

 
12.30 – 14.00  Lunch 
 
14.00 – 16.30 3rd Session: Opportunities and challenges for regional responses on climate 

security risks; What are necessary actions on climate-related security risks at 
the regional level?  

 
Input:   Edmund Yakani 

 
Discussant:  Heldana Tekeste 

Mekuria Aragaw  
 
Moderator:  Florian Krampe 

 
Guiding Questions:  

• What are messages from the group to the AU and IGAD? Who should do 
what and how to mitigate climate related security risks?  

• In what way can regional institutions be strengthened in order to enhance 
responses to climate-related security risks in the region? 

            

16.30 – 17.00  Networking Coffee and Tea 

19.00    Dinner 

 

 
Thursday, 13th February,2020 

09.00 – 10.30 4th Session: Identifying key messages to the international community in 
providing international supportive and complimentary responses to existing 
efforts to addressing climate security in the Horn of Africa 

 
Input:   Vane Aminga 

 
Discussant:  Betty Abebe 
  Eskedar Awgichew 
  Hellen Natu 

 
Moderator:  Stephanie Blenckner 
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Guiding Questions:  

• What international mechanisms/initiatives can be strengthened for 
climate security? 

• What role could different international organizations play in mitigating 
climate related risks? 

• Who are the actors and institutions that could be involved for an effective 
mechanism to work? 

• What should the international community do to address climate-related 
security risks in the Horn of Africa? 

• What role can the UN Security Council play to prevent and help 
mitigate/resolve climate-related security risks in the Horn of Africa? What 
are other relevant international mechanisms? 

• Which messages should be delivered to the UN Security Council on 
climate security? 

 
10.30 – 11.00  Coffee and Tea 
 
11.00 – 12.30 5th Session: Conclusion and next steps: Concretizing key climate security 

issues/messages for the Horn of Africa  
 

Input:     Florian Krampe  
 

Discussant:  Hafsa Maalim  
       Mithika Mwenda  

 
Moderator:  Henrik Maihack  

 
Guiding Questions:  

• What are the joint key messages for the regional and international 
community on climate security in the Horn of Africa? 

• What are the emerging pathways for pursuing climate security in the 
international community for the Horn of Africa?  

• What can the group do to share these messages? 
 

12.30   Lunch Break and Departure 

 

End of Conference 


